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SUBJECT: RAOUF M'HENNI DISAPPEARANCE 

REF: TUNIS 0829, CAIRO 1642 

1 . TUNIS ARABIC-LANGUAGE DAILY AL-AMAL PUBLISHED 
TWO-PART ARTICLE FEB 6 AND 7 ON M'HENNIN DISAPPEARANCE, 
BASED ON INERVIEW WITH UNIDENTIFIED LIBYAN MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER AND ON SPECULATION REPORTEDLY 
CURRENT IN TRIPOLI. THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER WAS QUOTED 
THAT LIBYAN GOVERNMENT HAD CONCLUDED M'HENNI HAD NOT 
BEEN KIDNAPPED AND TAKEN OUT OF COUNTRY. THIS CONCLUSION 
BASED ON STATEMENT THAT LIBYAN BORDERS HAD BEENCLOSED 
JANUARY 18 AND 19 BECAUSE OF PRISON ESCAPE OF "MEMBER 

OF SEPTEMBER 1 REVOLUTION." AL-AMAL NOTED THAT "BECAUSE 
OF THIS STORY, IT WAS EASY TO CONNECT THE ESCAPE WITH THE 
KIDNAPPING OF M'HENNI.". 

2. AL-AMAL ALSO REPORTED THAT RAOUF M'HENNI'S FATHER-IN- 
LAW MOHAMED EL GHARBI WAS RECEIVED FEBRUARY 2 BY LARG 
MININT EL HAM ADI. WHO CONFIRMED TO EL BHARBI THAT 
"LIBYAN GOVERNMENT REGRETTED THAT RAOUF HAD BEEN 
KINDNAPPED ON LIBYAN SOIL." 

3. IN ADDITION TOTHESE ITEMS, THE AL-AMAL STORY TREATED 
AT LENGTH THE RELATIONSHIP OF "CHAWKI," AN EX-TRIPOLI 
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"CHAWKI" WAS INVOLVED IN ILLEGAL TRANSFER OF CURRENCY 
TO SWISS BANKS FOR THE BENEFIT OF M’HENNI AND "LIBYAN 
AUTHORITIES." "CHAWKI" WAS CAUGHT, TRIED, AND IMPRISONED 
FOR HIS OFFENSES BUT LATER FREED. HE ATTEMPTED TO VISIT 
M'HENNI IN TUNISIA BUT WAS REBUFFED. IN RECOUNTING 
STORY, AL-AMAL CONJECTURED THAT "CHAWKI" WOULD HAVE 
SOUGHT REVENGE AGAINST M'HENNI. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT M#HENNI FAMILY HAS RECEIVED 
INFORMATION IT BELIEVES TO BE ACCURATE THAT RAOUF IS IN 
HANDS OF LARG AND UNHARMED. ACCORDING TOTHIS INFORMATION, 
LARG WAS EXPECTING TO EXCHANGE M'HENNI FOR A LIBYAN EXILE 
RESIDING IN TUNISIA. 

5. COMMENT: UNTIL RECENTLY, THE MOST PROMINENT LIBYAN 
EXILE IN TUNISIA WAS EX-RCC MEMBER OMAR MUHAYSHI. IF 
INDEED THE LARG HOPED TO TRADE M’HENNI FOR HIM, THE GOT 
ENDED THOSE HOPES BY FACILITATING HIS TRANSFER TO CAIRO. 
(HOWEVER WE BELIEVE THAT TRANSFER, IN THE WORKS FOR AT 
LEAST SOME WEEKS, WAS NOT OCCASIONED BY M HENNI'S 
DISAPPEARANCE.) ARREST OF TUNISIANS IN LIBYA UNDER 
MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES IS NOT, WE UNDERSTAND, AN 
UNCOMMON OCCURRENCE. MANY ARE APPARENTLY RELEASED LATER 
AFTER LARG’S SECURITY PURPOSES ARE SERVED. WELL INFORMED 
TUNISIANS ARE NOW TENDING TO VIEW M'HENNI DISAPPEARANCE IN 
THIS LIGHT. END COMMENT. 
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